Helpful Hints to Prevent Museum Pests

Stored Product Pests
Stored product pests are insects that live and feed on stored
food, such as grains, cereals, and dried fruit. They can also
o‘ infest items in museums and libraries. There are a number of
Q small beetles (some % inch long) and a few moth species that
are stored product pests. These insects commonly occur in
food warehouses, and therefore small numbers of eggs can be
on food when it is purchased. These pests often go undetected until they
have reproduced in great numbers in items that are stored for long periods of
time. To prevent these pests:

¢ Do not store food items for long periods.

o Keep all stored food in the refrigerator, or in tightly-sealed glass,
metal, or hard plastic containers such as Tupperware.

e Before storing food in containers for long periods, freeze it for 7 days
to kill possible eggs or larvae.

¢ Do periodic inspections of stored food for signs of pests, including
webbing, frass, and insects.

e Many types of food items can have stored product pests, including
dog biscuits, bird seed, dried powdered milk, chocolate, cereal, dried
fruit, and pasta.

Hide and carpet beetles and clothes moths

There are several species of beetles and moths which consume animal
protein such as fur, feathers, and wool. These insects can also consume
museum and library materials that are made of protein. To help prevent these
pests:

e Keep windows closed or use window screens to prevent insect pests
from entering.

¢ Do not store items such as wool carpets, wool hats, or items
containing feathers or fur in the facility.

e Avoid bringing cut flowers into museums, as they may carry carpet
beetles.

e Incoming museum or library materials should be inspected and flash
frozen if pests are seen.






