zero waste product guidelines
DESIGN +MATERIALS:

e Material is designed to deconstruct. The whole product should not have to be
replaced. Forexample, Pipette tip boxes. The preferred design would be for the
wafers to be replaced rather than the whole box be replaced.

e |fthe product hasrecyclable parts, those parts should be recycled into one of
the company's other products, if not the same product that the part came
from.

e Paper products should be designed to be compostable.

e ifplastics are being used, they should only be plastics #1 and #2. Only #1 and
#2 are recyclable in Berkeley.

e |fa product cannot be reused, repaired, disassembled, remanufactured,
recycled or composted it should be redesigned or progressively phased out
from the market.

e |fthe product does have compostable or recyclable parts, ensure that the
information is accessible, clear, and detailed.

PACKAGING:

e [fthe productincludes styrofoam in the packaging, it is not zero waste.
Styrofoam must be landfilled.

e Packaging must be separable so that the pieces can be disposed of
properly. If there is aluminum stuck to cardboard, that is not separable and
does not constitute as zero waste. Aluminumi is bottles & cans recycling, while
cardboard is mixed paper.

e Once the product has been used, every part of the packaging should be either
compostable orrecyclable.

e The product should not be shipped in styrofoam containers. The company
should offer take-back programs to reduce waste on campus. The company
should not use an enormous amount of packaging to deliver the product.

e Anexample of zero waste packaging is how Amazon Fresh delivers items in
reusable totes that they pick up on your next order.



TRANSPORTATION:

If the products themselves are recyclable, the company should be offering
take-back programs that recycle those products at a local facility.

e The product should be repaired, disassembled, remanufactured, recycled or
composted at a local facility.

e Forexample, VWR isrecognized by the EPA as a SmartWay Transport partner.
See here.

/ERO WASTE:

e \Volume must be maximized. >>> ook to reduce volume (reducing volume =
reducing waste).

THE MODEL TO USE:

Fewer raw materials
are used

Products and packaging are designed to last
longer and be more durable, using more
sustainable materials that can be easily
recycled at end-of-life

Improved, cost-efficient collection and treatment
systems will lead to fewer and fewer materials
ending up in landfill and support the economics
of circular design

/ CIRCULAR

ECONOMY

Government leadership, producer
responsibility, and consumer PRODUCE
education and awareness will enable
market mechanisms that drive

Producers are fully responsible for
recovering materials from their
products and packaging throughout
their lifecycle

Businesses collaborate and
coordinate across sectors to
reduce greenhouse gas
production and fossil fuel use

REUSE/
REPAIR

higher resource productivity,

innovation and
economic growth

There are many ways consumers can contribute g Retailers offer products that can be easily
to a circular economy, like making greener buying CONUSSUEMER ~DISTRIBUTE reused and refurbished, offer end-of-life take

choices, sharing assets (e.g., cars, tools) and ~ back or maintenance and repair services, and

repairing them or offering them to others for reuse support producers in providing education anc
and refurbishing awareness to consumers

EXAMPLES OF ZERO WASTE PRODUCTS:

See here.



https://media.vwr.com/ecatalog/index.html?catalog=2017_Sustainability_Report&shop=US#page_44
http://realestate.berkeley.edu/sites/default/files/crrs_epp_road_show_purchasing_guide.pdf
http://realestate.berkeley.edu/sites/default/files/crrs_epp_road_show_purchasing_guide.pdf

